Scientists4Future-Twente Newsletter – December 2021

Dear supporter of Scientists4Future-Twente,
With this newsletter we would like to briefly reflect on our activities as the first full year of our initiative. Looking at this
overview, we cannot suppress feelings of pride and accomplishment realising that we only relied on S4F volunteers. We
discussed a huge variety of topics led by guest experts during our fireside chats illustrating the complexity of our
general cause, 'the changing climate'. We started activities targeting schools, trying to educate our youngest citizens,
and throughout the year we advertised interesting lectures, (co)organised by Studium Generale/Science Cafe. Most
recently, we organised the writing and signing of an Open Letter to the executive board of the university, striving with
600+ co-signers for a more ambitious set of measures towards reaching the UT sustainability goals. Last but not least,
as a result of our attempts to come to a discussion with the Enschede council about climate-related measures and
policies that locally affect people's lives, we finally managed to draw the council's attention. More to come in the new
year!
We have the ambition to continue our activities in the coming year with the same intensity and enthusiasm, hopefully
with contributions from as many of you as possible. Let us all be inspired and motivated to be part of this ongoing
global effort.   
Please find in this newsletter the highlights of 2021:
Open Letter to the Executive Board
Contacts with the municipality of Enschede
Schools
Fireside chats 2021
Webinars
S4F-Twente in the media
Calendar

Open Letter to the Executive Board

The UT has the ambition to become carbon neutral by 2030. Yet, concrete roadmaps to achieve these goals and to

achieve the necessary changes in daily modes of operation and behaviour are either lacking or do not reach the
members of the organisation. With our Open Letter, we asked the Executive Board (EB) to stimulate the necessary
broad discussion within the UT and to come up with clear roadmaps of change across the various categories, including
energy, mobility, waste and food. Thanks to the active mobilisation by many S4F supporters, we were able to hand
over the letter (with more than 600 signatures collected within a single month) to the EB on November 30th. All three
members of the EB were present and received it with enthusiasm. The EB is willing to implement changes and it counts
on the support of S4F and all signatories to carry the discussion into the university and to help implement steps
towards a more sustainable organisation.
The original text of the Open Letter can be found here along with some press coverage in UToday and UT News.

Contacts with the municipality of Enschede
Before the summer, contacts were made with the municipal council of Enschede. This resulted in a meeting with council
members from all political parties, involved in energy and energy transition issues. S4F offered to act as a knowledge
group for all political parties. After the summer, there were contacts with individual council members from VVD, Volt,
D66 and GroenLinks. In addition, we offered our help to civil servants of the city of Enschede. This has led to a few
meetings with civil servants dealing with the energy transition. The aim of S4F is to get the opportunity to introduce
S4F to the full city council in early 2022. In the future, we hope that our local politicians and civil servants will consult
S4F for knowledge transfer, for feedback on their plans, etc.

Schools
S4F was present during the kick-off of an activity by Kids4Twente on the introduction of an educational project on
technology and sustainability at a large number of primary schools in the region. We offered the possibility of giving
specific lectures related to the topics chosen by the schools. In addition, S4F has teamed up with Pre-U to reach out to
schools. S4F supporters can volunteer to give lectures at primary and secondary schools on a topic of their choice.
Interested volunteers can approach Pre-U at pre-u-junior@utwente.nl with a title and a short description (50-100
words) of their lecture. Pre-U will support the lecturers with the educational/didactical aspects of teaching to children.

Fireside chats 2021
In 2021 twenty fireside chats were organised. These are informal (currently online) gatherings amongst supporters of
S4F to discuss any item they want. For some of these chats an expert on a specific topic was invited. Some of the chats
have led to follow-up activities of S4F. The following topics were discussed:
Introductory chat on the format of the fireside chats
Discussion on the activities of IPCC, introduced by Maarten van Aalst
Effects of climate change on groundwater level and heavy rainfall
The energy transition in the built environment, introduced by Andre Doree
Behavioural change, introduced by Alexey Voinov
How to get more publicity about the climate crisis
Discussion on trajectories of the earth system in the anthropocene; discussion on a published paper introduced
by Beril Sirmacek
Why is the academic world so silent about the climate crisis and how might that be changed, introduced by Flip
Schrameijer
The ABP project of S4F-Netherlands, with guests Peter Roessing and Yoad Winter. After this chat S4F-Twente
teamed up with S4F-Netherlands on the efforts to convince ABP to de-invest in the fossil fuel industry.
Discussion on the results from the court case between Milieudefensie and Shell
The present and future economic order; discussion about books from Kate Raworth (donut economy) and Naomi
Klein
The latest IPCC report, discussion led by Maarten van Aalst
The UT climate agenda and goals introduced by Brechje Marechal. After this chat an Open Letter to the board of
UT was written (see more about this item in this newsletter).
How to increase the contacts between S4F and the city council of Enschede. Before and after this fireside chat
S4F made contacts with council members and municipality officials.
Give citizens real influence on climate policies, discussion of an NRC article from David van Reybrouck
Biodiversity in cities, introduced by Beril Sirmacek
The outcomes of COP26 (the Glasgow meeting)
The UT minor program Energy Transition Perspectives, introduced by Jurriaan Schmitz
Green Labs NL, introduced by Hannah Johnson
What to do with plastic waste in our laboratories, introduced by Rolf Slaats
This was a time to share thoughts, ideas, scientific evidence and sometimes emotions associated with what is
happening all around us in terms of climate change. Some of us felt they derived energy from these meetings and used
them as an inspiration for future scientific and personal endeavours.
In case you would like to receive updates on the planned fireside chats you can contact Theo van der Meer:
t.h.vandermeer@utwente.nl

Webinars
Scientists4Future-Netherlands organises webinars that you can join or watch on Youtube. For example, last Thursday
16 December, prof. M. Schouten (WUR & Staatsbosbeheer) held a lecture with the title: “Who do we think we are? A
new perspective on humans and the natural world”. It was an interesting talk about the evolution from the humancentered anthropocene to a partnership world view.

S4F-Twente in the media

Tubantia: Klimaatstrijders Universiteit Twente: ‘Minder vliegen naar conferenties, minder vlees in de kantine’
UT news: Executive board receives call for climate action
UToday: Open letter about UT's climate goals handed over to Executive Board

Calendar
17 January (Mon 20:30): Fireside chat: Should S4F focus on CO2 or broader (ecology, nature)? (preliminary, online)
17 February (Thu 20:00): lecture Low Energy Electronics (Science Cafe)
15 March (Tue 19:30): lecture Jaime de Bourbon de Parme, Climate Diplomacy (Studium Generale)
10 May (Tue 19:30): lecture Peter Kuipers Munnike, A world without polar ice? (Studium Generale)

Hoping to see you soon, through one of the above opportunities,
the S4F-Twente newsletter team – Yuri Engelhardt, Gertjan Koster, Leonie Krab, Theo van der Meer, Frieder Mugele –
twente@scientists4future.nl
Scientists4Future–Twente – Coalition of concerned scientists   
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